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National strategies and policies 
on migrant education

Some countries have a clear national strategy 
for migrant education.

 When that happens, schools know what to do.
 

Students do not fall through the cracks.
 

It is not just policy, it’s a plan that actually works.



What does the SIRIUS Index look at?

This dimension checks whether countries are truly
planning for migrant inclusion.

 It looks for six building blocks:

 1. A national strategy
 2. Dedicated teams and institutions

 3. Regular reviews to keep policies up to date
 4. Migrant education integrated across the system

 5. Fair funding for schools that need it most
 6. Data to track what works - and what does not.
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What it looks like when it works

 Catalonia (Spain) leads with a regional strategy,
anti-segregation measures, and newcomer support. 

Portugal ties national planning to funding and local
action. 

Ireland connects integration policy to school and
language support. 

Germany aligns national goals with regional plans. 

Finland offers targeted help for new arrivals
through a dedicated education plan.



Where it’s still missing

Many systems do not yet have a clear national
strategy.

 
Some lack coordination, funding, or reliable data.

 
Without a clear strategy, schools are left to

improvise, leading to uneven support and a greater
risk of exclusion for migrant learners.



A strategy is more than words

To build fairer schools, 
countries need more than good intentions.

 
They need strong plans, 

the tools to act, and the data to adjust.
 

It’s time to turn scattered efforts 
into long-term change.



www.migpolgroup.com
@migpolgroup

www.sirius-migrationeducation.org


